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Tt»re ere trenaaltted herewith for jour lnfOraallonod poetlbla 
eoelatanoe in the investigation of the eaptlone<! out, ooplea of —r r o n do 
suabered 1, 3, 4, $ ud 6, dated Auguat 30, 1943, and oaptioned *im *»•«-> 
Violation of Section 51, Title lfl,« aid eh were reoelved trem t ho Criminal 
Division of the D*>ertmeoW ^ 



Tbo lnvoitl^tivi ouggootiono not forth by tho t ri o lml HiIiIm 
• hcmld bo developed at tho preaent tine currently with the other In vestige* 
tion In this oaoo where it ^peare logloal and hoar* on evidence that oUl 
bo noooooaz 7 for tho proaontaont of thia oaao to tbo grand Jury. Tbo in* 
veatigetive suggestions abould alao bo folloaod ohara they oan bo oooduoted 
at tbo mm tine interviews and investigations aro being oorduotad ocuoaro- 
lag other aattara In thia eaaa. VLth regard to mj of tha lnv*stl*tt*e . 
oug.^ationa of tbo Department obi oh you believe ahould be bald in ebeyanoa, 
you ahould advise the Bureau ty latter la order that the Department 
be informed accordingly. , 
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Dht Sir i 


fmSaSXL AMD GOMFWgBTIAh 


1*1 JOHH L. UBKIB, etalj 

CIVIL RIGHTS AID DQaSSTIC YIOLDCB. 



The Bureau la advised that Hr. FRAU COLBMUI of the Departs m 
taoted me at Springfield, Illlnola, an August 11, 1948, Sa had very 11 
additional inform tion to off or la eouneotien with lnrtant investlmtion, hat 
those points which ho did oaphasiso will ho disonssod later la this eomaml- 
oation. 

In eomeotion with this lav# s ti ga ti on Mr* C OUfH A T pointe d out that 
probably a on# fr lo tion exl»t s~bs tween Ihe Se cretary _aft he Treasury and th e 
A tt orna v~'&enar al beoause of this investigation* Aooordlng to Mr, CQLKMAI, 




roporl 

(ho report being referred to the Oonoral Counsel for the Treaenry 
Department, the report was sent direct to the President by the Secretary if 
the Treasury* later It wae determined that the mtter should bo referred to 
the Departawnt for an opinion and the facte were taken up with the President 
by the Attorney Oonoral and the President desired that instant invest! gallon 
be nade* Mr* COLEMAN Is of the opinion that sone effort night bo mdo to 
build up and publicise a possible feud between Secretary of the Treasury 
Morgan thau and Attorney Central Biddle similar to the Jones -Wallace affair* 

Mr* COUOBJI indicated that the facts la this ease night bo presented 
to a Federal Grand Jury in either Washington, D. C* or Springfield, Illlnola, 
about Ootober 1, 1948, but ha did not sake any epeolflo request that this 
Investigation ba oonplsted by that data* 

The following persons wars interviewed by Mr* COIZMAX while in the 
N vicinity of Springfield} W. M. SIAM, 801 Sout h pou glas, Springfioldi JOBS 
/ BCHRSIDER, member of the board of P.M.Wi JOHH Ij &HDMAH8H, regional organieer 
for the C.I.O.. who works out of the 0*1*0* Gffioe in Chicago. Illinois, 
and TWLLBBX(Mf~fVl£QS t also of the C*I*0« In Chioago, Illinois* He mentioned 
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L. j^ Pk r fER US, an attorney with ttffiiii loeatad in the Reisch Building, 
Springfield, nilaoli, who la alleged to be familiar with the Solomon 
Uinea transaction. He suggested Mr* FEFFSRIS be contacted daring the eouree 
ecf this investigation. However, Hr. CGLDftJ hM not in terri eared Hr, 
PKF78R1S. 




see of Speolal Agents' 
rest lgatlon of eertai 

dlsoussed, particularly 

evidence p ertainin g to the payment of moneys to subject EBH3PT 
Hr. CQLEM1V informed that he would attune full responsibility for develop- 
ing the namee of competent wltneeeoe to introdueo the doouaontary evidenoe 
developed by that organisation and would alao assume responsibility far the 
looation of the original document*. In thia eomeotian It la belierod ad- 
visable for the Bureau to eawmioate with the Departaeent la erder that a 
written eonflraation may be received from the Departaaent to thia affect. 



In oonneotlan with the preparation of report# la this ease Hr. 
COLEMUf informed it would not be neoesaary to sat out la detail the various 
documentary evidence submitted to the Bureau In the form ef photostat!# 
eoplea. B* said it would be entirely satlefaotory merely te refer to eaeh 
exhibit by nuaber for convenience in locating these documents in oonnsotlan 
with data set forth la the iavostlgatlvo report#. Ha also specifically 
requested that no ooplas of the report in 411# ecmneotlen bo furnished at 
this tine to the local United States Attorney. 

With reference to the so ope ef the investigation, Hr. C0L8MAX In- 
dicated it would be advisable to interview all of the 476 miners who were at 
work at Mine B «s Hay 12, 1937, which was the date the nine was elosad by 
a strike. Be pointed out that if a majority of these miners would be 
1 willing to testify that they were liberated from what they considered the 
1 tyranny of the P.lf.W. officials, euoh testimony would tend to show JOHN L. 

’ IAS is as a champion of civil rights rather than a violator. 


In oonneotiott with the 476 miners mentioned In the above paragraph. 
Hr. COLEMUI requested that signed statements be obtained Aron eaoh person 
interviewed, even though the information furnished might be of a negative 
nature* 
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Hr* COUSMUI specif leally stated that Hm 'various memoranda sub- 
mitted to the Bor sou la this utt tr merely son tala suggestions as to the 
information ho dosiros developed. He said ho doslrod to leave to tho *»- 
reau's disoretlcn say additional Investigation whloh night to pertinent to 
tho ease. It Is believed that tho Bureau aay dosiro to olosoly follow 
this natter with Mr. COUSMUt as reports aro submitted la order that 
spoolfio suggestions aad requests way to aado hy tho Dopar taint as to 
lOTiftigitiaa doslrod* 

UM, tho Bureau was telephooioally adrlsed* Hr* JOW 
L. JJBWIS md^lM^iKaoe la Springfield stout the tine Mr* COtfEUf ar- 
rived la this olty. Attention io again ealled to tho faot that putlioity 
has already teoa released as to the aoope of the Investigation suggested 
la the original departmental memorandum outwitted to the Boreas • Those 
newspaper clippings bars already teen forwarded to the Bureau* 


The doouaentary evidsaoe sutaitted to the Bureau by the Pspsrtawit 
has been oarefully reviewed by Agents assigned to this ease and the following 
exhibits are believed neoessary prior to any aotual Inquiry la this eases 


Exhibit #12 (eontraot between P.JC.W. and Mine B dated 1-18-M)* 

Exhibit #18 (the first and last page of this exhibit are presently 
la the files of this affioe but tho intervening 
pages containing names #f persons appearing on the 
petition are not present and it Is believed advisable 
to have all of those names far assistance In oonduotiag 
tho investigation) • 



Exhibits #89* 8 0* €1 




3 



(HHV of the Bureau has alrsady been telephonloally oontaoted 
and requested to obtain these exhibits and forward than to this sffiee 
Immediately. He has also boon informed that no aotual Investigation or in- 
quiry will bo made of any persons in e cun set ion with ibis inreetigatlen until 
all of those exhibits are received* 





Dir* ota* 
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la ooonootioD with it* eeggestlon of tho Depart* m% that tha 


fourteen alleged U.M.W. ipi#i enployed in tho P *M»W. to lfltonri 40 * 4 , 
after rori ovine all tho doeuaantary evidence in this mtter and other 
foots submitted by the Department* it is not believed advisable at this 
tin# to interview that* alleged spies in tho initial stage of ttii in- 
vo sti cation* It is eontaaqpleted at tbs present tins that a largo sunber 
at tho asebsrs of tho P.M.W., as of May It* 1937* will bo Interviewed 
and other background investigation oooduotod prior to tho interviews 
vith tho alleged opios onployod by P*M*W* 


inrsati potion and to oocduot intelligent interviews it Is absolutsly 
ossontial that all doouasntary snridsno* bs in tho hands of thoso Agnrts 
prior to sakl ng any invsstlgetlen* 

I c -' When I tolophoaioally oo—unl oatod with mHHB pointed 
I out that additional porsozmol would bo nooossary to handle this invssti- , , 
/ gatlon by Sspteubor 23* 1943* tho Bureau deadline for eoa^lstion of tho ^ 
ease* I pointed out that at least twelve additional experl enoed agents 
would bo nooossary whan th* aotoal investigation was started, after 
of all doouasntary evidence, It is bsllsvod that at lsast this mnfeer of 
agents will bs required end possibly additional personnel. 

The Bureau will be kept elosely advised a* to the need for 
additional personnel* as well as any important develo p ments* 


The Agents assigned to this eae* realise the Importance of the 
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the *bore indicated time 
Springfield, and requested 

K. *vst 1 .hi » t.rt t.h» AirMii bv the first of the week. inasmuch 

xtu. wat* a a v^a/+ %r pwm*^ >"» ' ■- * ■ — ~ — ~ ■ — ' * 

as the Attorney General will be leaving on Tuesday next, namely, September 7, 
for a two weeks vacation. 

Mr. H allford advised that the initial report had been prepared and mailed at 
approximately 5:10 p.m. today by the Springfield office to the Bureau, first 
class special delivery. He stated that the report is composed of 500 pages and 
weighs about 30 pounds running into about 3 volumes. In addition, he advised 
that the report incorporates approximately 154 statements that have been taken 

.r— wKss Vs hire Kafc*rv 4 r>+ ottH mtm+A Anri the T**rkfYrt. fthrflll rt rAACh *th« Birr Mil 
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by Monday* Appropriate ertope have been placed eo that the report will be 
routed to roe immediately upon it a receipt in the Bureau* and at that tine 
copies will be cent to the Department immediately and the material will be 
summarized in a memorandum for the Director* as requested by you* 


in my office phoned SAC HaUford* 
advice in response to the question whether the 
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As a matter of additional infonaation, Mr. Hallford stated that acccrapanyir^ 
the report will be a letter pointing out certain requests received from the 
Department and analyzing these requests in the light of referring them back 

a * a \ n ^-1 a* 4 T-, «r 4 wrKe+ Kei f i*On orvt +.A Hfi t.M in t.h# 
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investigation. He also stated that one angle covered in the letter la the 
suggestion that the matter of interview with the subjec ts be held in abeyance 
until such time as the Department requesta the ^sam^ 

In addition, Mr. Hallford stated that the Springfield office, “starting -today, — , 
is interviewing the 14 so-called "spies" who allegedly were meaibere of the 
Progressive Mine Workers Union during the period of the' strife between th»„ 
two unions and who allegedly were paid by the United Mine Workers Uni bn to* 3 
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In edditiai, Hr. Hallford stated that two of the persons interviewed have 
requested copies of the statements that they made. He said that the requests 
were tactfully refused and the matter was not pressed in any way by the ■ 
persons interviewed. It was pointed out to Hr. H a ll f ord that if these 
requests became numerous and aggressive he should immediately notify - the Bureau 
so that the matter could be forwarded to the Department for the Department * e 
information and for whatever action the Department desires to take. 

To date, according to Hr. Hallford, investigation is progressing vexy 
satisfactorily and it appears from present indications that the Springfield 
office will be able to complete the investigation by the deadline which has 
been furnished to it, namely, approximately September 25, 1943. SAC Hallf ord 
briefly commented that the statements taken to date appeared to be favorable 
to the Government's case as outlined by theDepartment In its brief of what it 
desires to establish in order to prove a violation. 

ACTIONS 

As stated above, stops have been placed with the MAIL ROOM and from present 
indications it would appear that the report will reach the Bureau by Monday 
morning acme time, at which time the summary for the Director will be 
prepared and copies of the report immediately forwarded to the Department. 


Respect fully. 
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At the above in dicated time SAC Hallford called froa Springfield and talked 

my office. He referred to hie previous call to Mr. Mumford 
pointin^ou^that certain individuals had requested copies of the written 
statements which had been submitted by them in this case and also referred 
to the indication that Raj^^mundson met wl^b five of the individuals who 
were so-called "spies" for the UMK in thBf^rqgressiteJtineJorRers Union 
during the trouble between 1937 and 1941 at Springfield, Illinois^ Ipparently 
the meeting was held because of the fact that the Bureau Field Division at 
Springfield had interviewed two of the remaining twelve spies, namely 
Austin and Hale. The subject matter of the meeting, it was indicated through 
information received at the Springfield office was to discuss the possibility 
of getting copies of statements which the Springfield office had taken. 

Mr. Hallford advised that this morning an individual named Walter TT^bey 
called at the Springfield office and identified himself as a partner of 
Attorney A. M. (Artl^^tzgerald of Springfield, Illinois, and stated that 
Fitzgerald was repftsenting three individuals, namely, Austin, Hale and 
Bumgarner, and therefore demanded copies of the statements furois hod by 
these men to the Springfield office. Mr. Hallford tactfully refused to 
furnish the statements, inasmuch as there was no foundation for the request 
and it was not known whether, in fact, the statements were desired by the 
individuals who had made them or whether Day’s request was unau thorised to 
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Hallford stated that, in view of the distinct possibi 
(irA * " may be er^aged in a program of checking for the benefit of 
this case to ascertain who gave statements and then subseqi 
requests in each case through the office of Attorney Fitzg 
of the same, he feels that the matter should be brought to 
the Department for a specific instruction as to what the 
are in the matter. 

SAC Hallford pointed out that some of the statements’ 
men indicate that rough treatment previously was used on~th«n because 
of statements that they had given and which they thought had been 
given for the use of the Government but which subsequently came into 
v-., the possession of the United Mine Workers and resulted in physical 
* punishment and other action being taken against them. 
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Ur. Hallford desires, therefore, that the Department be contacted and the 
following questions be asked: 

1. Should copies of statements taken from witnesses in this 
case be turned over to anybody? 

* 

2. Should copies of statements taken from witnesses in this case 
be turned over to the witnesses themselves in the event any one of them 

or all of them request a copy of the statement made by himself? 

3* In the event a witness stipulates that he will not give a 
statement of any kind unless a copy of the statement Is made available to 
him, should he be told that it is not possible to furnish him with a copy 
of a statement taken by Agents of this Bureau? 

It is pointed out that the above questions are raised without any 
reference to subjects in this case. 

SAC, Hallford suggested that the Bureau might also wish to call attention of 
the Department for its consideration the possibility of the use of subpoenas 
for all individuals whom the Department desires interviewed, including those 
already interviewed, so that the DIM would not know who had already been 
interviewed from an analysis of the subpoenas in the event the subpoenas 
were issued only for those who have not yet been irt erriewed. 

While talking to l£r. H anf ord, it was indicated to him that he should furnish 
additional copies of the reports to the' Bureau, inasmuch as the Department 
has indicated a desire to receive more than ace copy end this is being done. 


jk'4 


SAC Hallford also advised that in the event the activity of Ednundson, as 
pointed out above, continues and expands there is a very distinct possibility 
of intimidation of witnesses and there has been a faint suspicion of the 
same, which he is having the Agents working on the case check an, in order 
to run it out In the event there is such. 


In connection with the possibility of intimidation, SAC Hallford pointed out 
that if subpoenas were actually used by the Department for the remaining 
interviews, of course, the Department would be in a better position to do 
something about the intimidators . 



Ulc* 


possible. 


telepnOniCally 


nr. h a j i t ora sx^-Lea tn&i ne a enures xo De aansea toaey, u 
as to the results of the Department's desires in the matter, inasmuch sls it 
will be necessary for the Agents working on the case to know how to answer uay 
requests for copies of statements in order that there will be no delay in the 
completion of the case. 


ACTION : With your approval, Agent^^H|B| will contact Mr. Frank Coleman in the Depart- 
ment telephonically regard! 1^5 this matter, advising him that a memorandum of confirmatioi 
is being forwarded to the Department and requesting expeditious action on the reply. 

Re spe ct fully. 


F. L. Welch 
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ALL IN«T!0N CONTMHED 
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mvaJ. £4S''33 : OAIt '7’ff . 

mionoaot fob assistait moan qaa ml . ■;■•*• 

TOlf C. CLARK ' V - • ' i-V-T*' 

Bt donr l. was, xt ml > - " -v 

cim Eioms iiro nansntc noua - ‘ - 


*i Reference Is mde to telephonic co nversation ba tmen Mr. F. r *'• 

©Oc- C. Colsrnn of /PUT o fries and Mr. af this Boraaa m SeptcAer 

7, 190, regerdine tbs request for oopies or vm signed automate dwn 
by three of the individuals Interviewed by the Springfield Offioe la eon- 

motion «lth the captioned mttar* ’ ^ 

' ■> 

The Springfield Office af this Burma hot advised tbit Jmu BO* 
and Frank Austin, t«o of the twelve individuals alia fad be bare baan ontve ~ f 
United Hina Torino's pay roll while aeabere of the Frogreeaive Hina Terkere - 
Btaion prior to May, 1937, requested that tbgr be given aopiae af tba signed 
ate tenants they axeoutad subsequent to their remnt in tar vim by A rents af 
ibis Bureau at Springfield, Illinois* Tba request of tbaaa individuals aas 
not ooaplied with by tba Sprin (field Off! at* 


The Springfield Office bee am advised that an the naming af Bap- 
7, 1943, a Mr* loiter f • Day called at tba Bprlngflsld Off! os and 
Identified blmelf as a partner of attorney A. K. Fltcguald af Swr lngi ald, 
Illinois* Ir. Day advised that I. Fitsgereld aas representing three In- 


dividuals, namly, Aei Bale, Frank Austin and a Mr, BuwgarntT. It alll be • 
noted that a Mr* Btagnrasr aas formrly an erganlaer for tba felled *i9* 
Toilers of Aaerloa at Mias B, Springfield, Illinois, sad aas interviewed as 
a prospective aitmee la tba above oep tinned ease* Mr. Day d e a e fc tta d tt&t 
eoplas of the statements given by the above use a d three nan be XurtiahedjU 
hi*. Tba request of Mr. Day aas not ooaplled aith by tba Springfield OfTfoe. 

i *■»-:> OtUliuiCE ~ 

The Springfield Of Hoe advised, that apparently a meting ttt* *»ld 



teto4 

thst the poeeibility eocists that subject Kdiemdsoo wtfyatteapt to'i»E 
the name of oil prospective witnesses interviewed by the Springfield^ Office 
in^ttdrrpase 1 an d thereafter my atteapt to obtain panels* ion free the|e 
peitivW^ai^Uer io request copies of stateaents ahida they hs^ exe<?ut4g. 
e ^Tf^A , , p n 1 1 I m 

L*5a | r 'i; In view af the ab^ye facts, "it alll be appreciated if yen would 

wnetl 


ft ichST 
Ro»an 
Trmcy 
Ac*rs_ 

Carson 

HarfroJ — - 

Bendor T . 

VUtgfOI<I 

Btark#^ 

Quim. 
liM .39 
GajvJy 


SEP ^dtM? W 4 * Burwau 


bar copies of sta 


" gg atl DM^fSTlEATION | . >OiJ * lJ ' V 

6 OSWTQim 




m 


its taken froa prospective 



t>?c. 






a 


<*. 


o 


- 2 - 




£ 

69 , 


Tv 

a . 



nltaeseee in tbi tboi* entitled matter ahbuld to given W ttojdtawwi > ■ :yy 

to ih* av«t ttoy, ttonaalTse, toko aato a l r 2?Th« ^V’- 

•mo to ^predated a* to efaettor toplaa ef *Uton«to tatao tin * ^ 
^SpotrtiS ntaHHi in ttto aeaa ahtoU betormd ' 

•ttor than tto W«U»* «itoM# ** tto •toto^nU If 

mA tto prcapectito ^t»i» atljnilataa ttrt to 11 UI •* «*«• \f *•**"•*- 
•f any unless « o»7 of tto stateamt to nodi available to Jftor . . 
tovlM to desired as to whether tto witness should to informed tot to y*y y; 
till sot to poiilbli to hnUb Mo with a *W ^ * •toteneot ttot to 
mr mto. Tour advice would mleo to appreciated ae to tto _ 
should to followed by Agent# of this Bureau in tto «mt a prospective 
ultcass in W? mi refuses to give a lUUont wlm ia tto 
of bio attorney, •= 
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Xa this regard, it to notod in tto apart af ftpaotal Afpn&t 
dated Septootor 4 , 190 , at Springfield, Illinoi s, a oopy 
— »x«u — Lraneaitted to tto topertamit on Septoriwr 6 , 1943 , that m 
•f tto miners interviewed indicated ttot they did not desire tto informa- 
tion given by ttoa u aod except before a secret grand Jury or in court in- 
soauch as they feared possible physical violence and other reprisals should 
the fact that ttoy tod given information possibly darogatory to the Qnitod 
ffnt torkwB Onion of Anerlca * 
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Wteberal Bureau of inoectisatUm 
Suited &tate* Brpartment of luetlre 
Washington, 9. C. 



L 3 i> zliiN 


Ct -l t . 

ucp ocinuc r 


1Q>»0 

i-i^W 


MEMORANDUM FOR I'X. TOLSON 


i 


if). Nichole 

jL^o"* 

^ Tr*cv *‘ 


Aeiri 

C*r«on 

H»rb*_ 

Hendon 



Mr 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Tele. Room. 

U. Kj.l; 

Miet Beehm_ 


x.3 


Sterke. 



I have made a vigorous protest to I'alcolmson 
over the stories which have appeared in the papers on 

_i T. _ i. .* .. 4- 1 a vs p Trt tiw T o in V « 2 n rinnfi . 

1'alcolnson stated he is powerless to do anything about 
thi 3 } that he knows for a fact that ^Jorgenthafu/ and 
Xrey are responsible for the statements,' 

I'alcolmson told me strictly off the record 
thau at one of hi.s press conferences was asked, after he had finished f 
his on— the— record conference and hhen speaking off-the-record , by 
one of the reporters present whether the Treasury Department was 

investi eating jonn l . jLems. Auri/cuwiuu - 

the Treasury Department Aar? turned the matter ouer to the Depart— * 
rent of Justice and nave the facts in the case, which have been \ 

published in bothjfe/ and in th $fJe\~ York Daily News . 


\ 


Dale 

from 

He stated 
1'oroenthau 



me in confidence that he got this 
who attended L'orgenthau 1 s press 
af~~3 , iddle got so nod that he wrote a 
which he wanted to release to the press. 


in- 

con- 


on t o 2_d 

formati on 
ference • 

letter to 1'or aenthau which he wanted to release to the press , con- 
demning L'orgenthau for his talking out of school * The letter was 
written on the same day that the President issued his statement 
that should any trouernnent official see fit to criticise another 
government official , he should submit his resignation • Accordingly,}, 

b.- j/ t ^ ^ j j . ^4- a am ^ a i r fi »f ^ t 4 n r/i ] I fid i/ornfint/iCiu 071 < ~ 

4 liCXC u b ^ r* u */ a t /iu ^ v v ^ - r ^ — ’ — - - -* 7 - ■ -- 

the phone and made vigorous protest * L'orgenthau denied wiakinp the 
statement on ddle told him he knew he had made the statement . 

/'t O * f * 

7~told I'alcolmson that it was clear that the premature 

publicity was not helping our investigation , that if anything went 
wrona with our investigation we could merely state it was because 
of the premature publicity and that toe were^n^t responsible , 
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MEMORANDUM FOB 1 U 2 * TOL/SOtf 



Mr. Mumford 

Mr* 6t»rke^ 

Mr. Quinn T*mm_ 
Tel«. Room 


rv. r r .~ Dr d m.rnnseafaerlclev of the AP called ne 
Vnthto inaui re whether the FBI had any comment «... - r - 

w« Jich Jo/n lPlcwis made to a__ £ ooLal^rrin JJJtnoi* > ^ i( , G«J» 

ihtch ma* connected tn tome »> directly or 

Jig trips out there and for which he is now being mves 

by OPA. 

k a/4 v* *% /* AlfHf n tr to Rfik C * 

U/CT rtuu v « w w»*'«v •« » - — — ■ ■ 


J told him thut 
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Jfrbrrat Cutcau of Inuritisatinn > 

Snttrb 9totr> -Dcpartmrnt of Iu*titf 

ALL INFOICTGN CONTAINED 

6prln g ri.ld ; _IlUnoUJ|FPP(fJ R j|yf>| AC^tf-ICn 

bep^omnor au, - - - -- — - 


Director, FBI 


,,h ”Mn iu uauLTHMSi |LU 

DATE -44^— 


■Rat JOHN L.” LZVVTS, ETALj 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLEBCK. 


Dear Sir* 


\e>n t 


Reference ie made to the recent conversation had with 
at the Bureau, who requested that nine oopiee of all 
this matter he furnished the Bureau in the future, aa 
v-ar? four cosies of ell report# » 

MUVM W “ ■«— — > — -J, — — * — 


ALm TVti hfiO W 
bUO 


I pointed out to of hie oall 

that when the report of SpeoialXgent^m|H# Springfield, 

\ Illinoie, dated September 4, 1943, w&e being prepared, two additional 
copies other than the ones outlined in the report had been prepared 
by this off ioe and wer^bou^^e destroyed, as this offioe had 
all neoe ssary oopie e, ague sted -ttiat these two oopiee 
of Agent^BHH|^#‘eportb^tfl?nsii!itted to the Bureau* 

Pursuant to HHHHHH request, tw6 oopiee of the 
above-referred to report ar^bein^toan emitted to the Bureau under 
separate oover via bill of lading number J-244549. 
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jeberat Bureau of investigation 
Butted Mates Bepartment of justice „. Mtllpl * tl 

SEFtINGFIElD, ILLINOIS all mmm contained 

September 10. 1943 U^jM j $ UNCLASSIFIED 


DATE -////£ 


Director, FSI 


Ain juuij srcAJiAi. Dbia.viuw. 

~T5 

Ret JOHN L. LEWIS, ST AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VI0IEN7F 


\+n 


Dear Slrt 

The following 
instructions of’ 


inf ormation is being submit ted pursuant to 
of the Bureau. 



jL 


The following information obtained in investigation of this 
case indicates that persons interviewed have been advised to guard 
their statements to Bureau Agents on the following occasions. 


*mber 4, 1943, ANTHONY J^PlOTCH, 
— . vypwi/y .ni't ■ a;. u pJ 6A!'ESE, went to th^office of the 

^United Mine Workers andhgui a conversation with RAY“LDLfUND5GK, who 


On the morning of Seri* 
JfiW^TANIAS, JR., and JOSERT^LB 


called Attorney ART^^fTTZGERALD, who then came to the office and 
advised these men not to make any statements to agents of the Bureau 



unless he was present. 

^onetime during Labor Day, September 6, 1943, 

_7was approached on the street in Springfield 

a typewrJ.Hen note by a person, whose name he did not k 

he knew to be employed airline B. This person told 

that if he was approached by Bureau Agents, to tell them nothing and 
tell them to see Attorney FITZGERALD. This note contained FITZ- 




given 
but whom 



CmPAlD'S name ana aaaress. 




Z 


CL 

4*- 


On the morning of September 7, 1943, a meeting was held 
the shaft at l&ne B, and a lawyer, whose identity is not now known, 
reportedly made a stunp speech and advised men not to talk to the 
FBI representatives when they called. A different interpretation of 
this statement was that the Attorney advised that they dicirtpt need 
to talk tr th^ FBI Agents if they didn't want to. CHARLEsJfEOHANNON 
and LEE CULGE^feAUi*! AKJ ER were at the shaft and evidently arran|ed 

Gomes £Z 'f/L\ 

.. .. In the afternoon ^oi September 7, 1943, at theejjd $f the | 

* ^ ? 1 * * Z ljlQPix.1 ***. HATTrfrw.T>TH?t> DAUflVKnK fl+L fKb A |IXl 
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BA t J ? jEARNER and BOHANNOK 'mere at the shaft 
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Director 


JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 


- 2 - 


advised former Mine E employees not to talk to Bureau Agents and to 
give them the name of Attorney ARTHUR FITZGERALD If they were asked 
why. 

On September 7, 1943, llr. WALTEJL^T DAT, Attorney-at-law, 
called at the Springfield Office, accompanied by FRANjjfctUSTlN, JAMES * 
ALE and one BAUMGARTNER, who had previously been idCerviewed by 
Agents of this office in connection with tiji^case. ^^onferred with 
Mr. DAT in the presence of Special Agents m|V andjm^ and 
Mr. DAY requested that he be furnished with copies of the statements 
executed by AUSTIN, HA IE and BAUMGARTNER to Special Agents of this 
Bureau. 


X specifically asked Ur. DAY who he was representing and he 
said he could not answer this question and I asked him if he was 
representing Messrs. AUSTIN, HALE and BAUMGARTNER, and he said he was 
not but that he was representing and assisting Mr. ARTHUR FITZGERAID, 
Attorney-at-law in Springfield who was counseling U1TW miners who 
were sent to his, FITZGERALD'S office. Mr. DAY stated that he knew 
of a number of persons who had executed statements to Agents of this 
Bureau and that eventually he would know the identity of most of the 
miners who had executed a statement to this Bureau and probably a 
request would be directed to this office to receive copies of all 
the signed statements executed by miners to Agents of this Bureau. 

I suggested to Mr. DAY that if Mr. FITZGERAID desired copies of all 
these statements that Mr. FITZGERAID should set forth such a request 
in a letter to this office but at the present time no assurance 
could be given him, Mr. DAY or Mr. FITZGERALD, that copies of such 
statements could be furnished. 

Nothing else was discussed with Ur. DAY at the time he 
called at this office and Messrs. AUSTIN, HALE and BAUMGARTNER were 
not interviewed or present when this conversation transpired between 
Ur. DAY and myself. 

I advised Attorney DAY today, September 10, 1943, that 
it would be necessary for him to communicate with the Attorney General 
in reference to obtaining copies of statements executed by his 
clients. Mr. DAY was satisfied with this statement. 
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O. 





Director 


- 3 - JOHN L. LEWIS, ET Al 


The following per sotns, N upon being contacted by Agents, 
refused to give any Information concerning natters involved in this 
case, saying that they had been advised to do so by Attorney F2TZ3ERAID: 

CHARLES BOHAN HQK, 131 Fitzgerald. 

JOSEPH ALBANESE, 912 E. Carpenter. 

AI QW < »to SLE7ICI75, 1731 E. Carpenter. 

DCEHN IC&f AS QUALE , 926 V. Daniel. 

ANTHOtff J. FLOTCH, 113 S. Paul. 

J0ta^f6 9TTQ^ AKAliU S, JR. , 1200 J N. 14 th. 

T0H^J1A.HA, 0 O 9 ¥.' Carpenter. 

leSRjJplUlEARNER, 1224 E. Capitol. 

WILLIAJi^3lKSKT, 1528 Pennsylvania Avenue, Springfield, refuted 
to give any ir^rnation until he had conversed with his Attoroe^J|f£0ftKE, 
Attorney for the United Vine Workers. 

ANDREW jjjHtlAN, 1846 Wirt, Springfield, refused to advise 
who had counselednim against giving any statements. 


The following persons requested copies of their signed state- 
ments at the time they were first interviewed but gave statements even 
though their request had been refused: 

FRANrJ^USTIN, 3020 Woodward. 

GEORdEJ&fRTOUT, 3520 E. Enos. 

FJO^SiOTH, 1904 E. Cook. 


The following persons advised that they had been counseled 
to give no statements but gave statements to Agents nevertheless: 

^ 7c 

No persons other than AUSTIN, HALE and BAUUQARNER, who 
executed statements previously have requested copies be furnished 
to them after the completion of the Interview. 

Very truly yours. 
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FBI MILWAUKEE 

/Director 

PuNY# SA ^h^iill depart at five ten AM, 

TWENTYFIFTH, FOR SPRINGFIELD* ILLINOIS TO REPORT TO SPECIAL 
AGENT IN CHARGE F# HALLFORD, IV FOR SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT P 
TO INSTRUCTIONS OF MR# ROBERT HENDON# WILL ARRIVE AT SPRINGFX 
ELEVEN FORTYFIVE AM, AUGUST TWENTYFIFTH# — 

OCONNOR 
END ACK PLS 

€-16 PM OK FBI WASH DC ADK 
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Irbrra! Surran of InorotijjatUm 
DnitrD § tot r* Department of lustier 
Sai^ington, B. C. 

August 19, 1943 


Call* 3x00 Fit 
Dictated: 4*45 FK 


lffij 




MEMOBANDUM FOB 

S' 

HE* JOHN L. 1£WI3, El AL 

CryH RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC YIOLEMCB 


Mr. Csffsy, 

Mr. GUtIb. 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. Qui nn T*mm^ 
Tale* Room 

Ur . Katie 


Nieholt. 
Rolen, 
Trtcy 

Aeeri 

Carton . 

Her bo 

Hendon 

linmf ord_ 
Starke 


h>3 


Reference is 
in tbs above entitled i 
jartaent stated that 



reau 
on August IB, 


to my memorandum dated August 17, 1943 J 4 1,1 Beebm, 
attar, advising that Mr. Frank Col eaan of then** G»ndy_ 

certain azhibita _ _ 

which had bssn forwarded to this 
not complete, would be forwarded by apeclal mefsenger 


U3 

Me. 

Ua 


i 


Znasouch as i« needed by the Springfield Office in 

eonductln^nterviswB with a nuobar of tha minarc in this case, X had 
SI SHHHIHl contact Mr, Coleaan at tha abova tio^dt^rsfersnoe to 
this ecxhib^^lfr. Coleman adviaad that ha had aent HHB to tbs Bureau 
by apeclal meeeenger on the »omlng of Aug. 19, 1943^^^^uoIeman checked 
with his clerk, however, and dieoovered that the memorandum and exhibit had 
baen aant through the regular nail and therefore it would probably not arrive 
at the Bureau before this evening. 


”T 

*3 C, 
it /*3 


During tha course of the conversation, SA^HHHVaada an lnd- 
dental reference to his previous conversation on Augustl7^§43» with Mr. 
Coleoan, wherein the latter stated that the Attorney General wight suggest 
to the Office of Price Administration that it withhold any contanplMed 
prosecution of Lewis for violation of the pleasure driving ben in view of 
the fact that the Depart want was contemplating a more serious prosecution 
of Lewis. In this regard Mr. Coleaan stated that the Attorney General had 
indicated to him that he would attest to have the CPA prosecution stopped. 
Mr. Coleaan then advised that In tha event tha Attorney General did not take 
any action on this matter within the next day or so, ha, himself, with the 
permission of the Attorney General, would attest to have tha QPA informed 
of the Department's contemplated prosecution in this case. In this regard. 
It was pointed out to Mr. Coleman that tha Bureau, of course, oontetqplated 
no action relative to the poealble QPA prosecution as it was a matter within 
the province of the Department. Mr. Coleaan Indicated that he agreed 
stated that he would follow the matter through* 
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Immediately upon the receipt o 
will be forwarded to the Spring 
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troft the Department, 
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frbrrol Surrou of Inurttigatioit 
Snitrii Itatri Srpartmmt of ju«ic» 
Washington, D. <T- 

August SO , 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOB J£R. TOLSON 
RE; JOHN L. LEWIS, ET 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Pursuant to my discussion with Mr. Ladd today I 
telephoned the SACs and ASACs of the following offices and 
instructed that they have the number of men shown report 
on special assignment to SAC Hallford at Springfield , Illinois, 
not later than the dates indicated . They were instructed to 
select tocnotch men who could handle interviews of the type 
necessary in this case and who could also properly represent the 
Bureau on the witness stand at a later date, if necessary . 



,Ch icago 
Cine innat i 
Cleveland 
Detro it 
Indianapol is 
Milwaukee 
St. Louis 
St. Paul 


3 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

n 

J 

1 


August 23 
August 23 
August 23 
August 25 
August 23' 
August 25 1 

A - O. OD 

AUj'UO D 

August 25 


I told SAC Drayton and ASAC Damron if all of these men could 
not get there Monday they should get there not later than the 25th. 
All of the SACs were advised that the special would be for at least 
45 days' duration. 

Re scent ful ly, 

R. C. Rendon 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 



Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 

4 - J! J n >rvkl flirt fU ■» rlrsl n4 inn 

Ifitncauttu, Vino uciciriuiii 




Deleted under exemption(s) fa 7 £** 

materia! available for release to you. 


bnJ) 


with no segregable 


I j Infonnation pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 
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JOHN L. LOTISj 
-.WAITER CARL H. 

C'KLSHQFF; OSCA 1 TTAI>CETTI. 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE. 

(Bureau file #44-845) 


year sxri 



forfolk Field Division is being reques ted to interview 
is presently residing in care off 
Norfolk, Virginia. 


For the information of the Norfolk Office, prior to 1932, 
all ✓coal sines in the state of Illinois had closed shop contracts with 
the^United Mine Workers, a labor organisation of which subject LERIS 
la presently International President, and of which subjects JOI'UNIWON 
and JAMES are President and Treasurer, re spec tively^of District 12, 
which comprises the state of Illinois* In 1932 th^jrrogressive 
Mine Workers of America was fonsed in Illinois, as a rival labor organisa- 
tion for coal miners. The F.M.W. of A* was formed as a result of a 
dispute between Illinois Coal miners and JOHN L. LEWIS over a proposed 
wage reduction being sponsored by LEWIS. In 1932 almost all nines Is 
Illinois signed closed shop agreements with P.M.W. of A* By 1937, 
however, following serious rioting and domestic disturbances, a large 
number of the revolting local unions had rejoined the TJ.lf.1T. 

f r i ' i r • 

The two mines, located near Springfield,. Illinois, involved 
in this case araQd.ne B, operated by subJectELSHCFF, with subject Lj 
7ALCETTI as Mine superintendent, and a. neighboring mine, known ms ' 
-*M1» X, ttex by ,’Qtf.p'd.g . y3~] 

jop agreements .with 



led Soup a^rvcmaubD 1 1 

the P.V.1F. nf k- irmrmrijnatel v twelve Ben emnloved in Mine B at that 


In 1937 both of these mines had dost 



time were allegedly paid spies of the TJ.lf.W. and mere causing “dissension 
among the men at Mine B over the contract and otherwise. On May 12, 

1937 a strike was called by the P.M.A. at Mine B, 1 . either as a result — 
of wage dissatisfaction, or because Mine B refused to discharge five 
of these men who had been expelled from the P.M.A* because of activi- 
ties in behalf of the U.M.W. Mine B did not reopen until November 6, 
1939, when it reopened as an open shop. Following that the U.M.W* 
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entered into a -rigorous organization campaign, in which subjects 
ELSHOFF and FALCETTI allegedly assisted by favoring the U.M.W, 
members, and hindering the P.M.A. employees in every way* In 


Kins B in several places. In the summer of 1941,'J^LLIAt RIAN sold 
his interest in Mine A to subject ELSHOFF for themim of |&0,000 
which was furnished by the U.M.W. at LEWIS’ direction* At that time. 
Mine A was closed by seasonal closure. When the mine closed at the 
end of the former contract period. Mine A had been operated on a 
closed shop contract with the P.M.A* About 10 days following the 
announcement of the purchase of Mine A by ELSHOFF, the miners at 
Mine A joined the United Mine porkers, and Mine A was reopened. 

This occurred in the first two weeks of September, 1941* 


unions at this time are not fully known, and involve one of the 
circumstances in this case possibly Indicating a conspiracy among 
subjects to violate the civil rights of the miners* After the 
announcement of subject ELSHOFF ’a operation of Mine A was made, 
rumors spread quickly that Mine A was to be closed, and that the 
coal was to be taken from Mine A through Mine B, a condition which 
was known to be possible by the miners in Mine A* This was spread 
by impression among the P.U.A. miners that ELSHOFF favored the U.M.W. 
and would not operate with P.M.A* men. A rumor started that Mine A 
could be reopened if it would be operated by U.M.W. personnel. Two 
meetings were held of the P.M.A. local at the P*M.A. hall* At the 
first meeting a committee was appointed to contact ELSHOFF, which 
was unable to reach him* At the second meeting, the members all 
seemed to feel that they must change in order to work* A new 
committee was appointed which evidently reported to KLATONDSON and 
arranged for a meeting held at Redman's Hall, occasionally used 
by the U.M.W* EUfJNDSON reportedly spoke to the local at that meeting* 
Another meeting was held at the Elk's dub soon thereafter when the 
men vote Iso addressed that 


February, 1941 following same violence an M.L.R.B* election was 
held and the U.M.W. was selected as bargaining Agent* 


a 



Mine A adjoins Mine B and is connected unjBrgroundjmi^h 


The circumstances Involved in the miners at Mine A changing 


meeting* 
end may 



tat both of these meetings, 
i committee* 


Following the last meeting EIM7NDS0N called ELSHOFF and 
negotiations were made that night for signing of a contract for Mine A 
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JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL 



y nave been present at those negotiations. 


should be interviewed in an effort to obtain infomation regard- 
assurances EHTJNDSON made that the nine would open If the 

union were U.M.W., his statements concerning the extent of his 

relationship with ELSHOFF, and whatever statements ELSHOFF or FALCETTI 
may have made concerning their plans for operation of Vise A and their 
relationship with the U.V.W. He should be questioned as to the 
existence and location of any record made of those meetings. 

A signed statement should be obtained fromM^gm conta in i n g 
any information either positive or negative that he ma^nave concerning 
this matter. 


September 15, 1943. Nine copies of this report should be submitted 
to the Bureau and five copies to this office. 


A report in this matter should be subedited no later than 
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44-18 

cc to Norfolk 



JOH 


N EDd AIR HOOVE« 


c. 


/ 


y 


Q-..» 



Federal fiureau of Inuestigatiait 
United Itatrs firpartmrnt of luettrr 
S3ailfitt0tgn, S- Q. 




'in* 

*• f $ 


1 OM 


P*m* 


Cu/ 

HR. D. M. LADD/ /. 

F7 £ 


MEMORANDUM FOB MR 

Sf- 

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ET AL. 
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Section, called and talked to 1 
time he stated that he 

individual name' 

Workers of America, had of fere 
of thenfiational Labor Relations 
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of my office, at which 
ently received information that aiy^ 

----- he united Mine 



described as 
a bribe to on 
Board in Pittsb" 


an 


of ficial in the 

an official 

in sylvan! a, which bribe 
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may have been in connection with the subject matter of the instant investigation 
at Springfield, Illinois, that is, the differences between th^fProgressive 
Mine Workers Union of America and the United Mine Workers of America. 

Mr. Coleman suggested that it might be a good idea to check the Bureau files and 
posited out that he was having the Departmental files checked to ascertain if 
they contain any corroborating information relative to this allegation. 

Of particular interest is the statement made by Mr. Coleman to _ 

that he has been advised that na-Hv jtffws today. Augus 

an article referring to the fact that the FBI is presently Investigating John 
L. Lewis and the Circumstances surrounding his activities at Springfield, Illinois, 
w hi c h'act ivi t i e s are the subject matter of instant investigation, and he further 
indicated that the eont.»tngri a fairly accurate sta tement concerning th e 

Department's plan to hold a grand jury either very late in September or early in 
October. 
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>l«nan that this wae definitely «■ very un- 

ieslrat>le~^Sua£iorTnd that he could understand the fact that the Bureau protested 
the same and felt that the Attorney General's office should be In a position to registe 
a complaint with either the Secretary of the Treasury or _ 
and should request that such a practice of issuing informa 
in which they are not concerned is not only undesirable^ but 

rEcpRDED 

ACTION: 1. A check of the files i£ being 

nation r egarding the alleged brijtJyJjrejBg 

an NLRB official. At c t 
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Eeftrral fiurrau of fntfrstfgatinn 
Etiff rft Btatr* Department of > ustirr 
Va*t|tngton, 9 . C. 

August 31, 1943 


MR. 


UEMOBANPUM FOR 

BE j JOHN L. EWIS. ET AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Reference 1 b made to mj memorandum to you dated August 
27, 1943, captioned as above, wherein you were advised that the 
- ^Chi cago Dally News carried an article dated August 27, 1943, 



T»mm_ 


Tsle. Room.. 
Mr. N.»e_ 
Mis* Besbm. 
Miss Gsndy_ 


reTerring to tSe“fact that the FBI is presently investigating John TT 
Lewis and the circumstances surrounding the captioned case* 

You will recall that the information regarding the article in the 
Chicago Daily News was furnished by Nr. Frank Coleman of the Department, who 
stated that the article was fairly accurate in its statement concerning the 
Department's plans to^hold^a wrand .lury either late in September 
in October. 




Nr. Coleman has also indicated that there is some feeling between 
the Secretary of the Treasury and the Attorney General with regard, to the 
prosecution of this case* 

Rith regard to the attached article captioned "Grand Jury to Probe 
$350,000 Lewis 'Loan' to Mine," which appeared on August 30, 1943, in the 
newspape^EjM., it appears that someone has given a rather exact stateme nt 
outlining the theory of Investigation in the captioned case* In view of th e 
fact that_publleltv is, 

standpoint at this time, 

protesting such publicity with the Department. 
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of course, very untie airaPie from an invesii ga^ive 
It is believed that the Bureau should be on record 


RECOMMENDED ACTION 2 


It is recommended that this meiaorandum be referred to Mr, Micho^i 
in order that he night take the matter up^eith Departm ent ^officials through 
Ut » 1 ^ YgoTMon and ^aa ibly Zlaflougs ^cu^^deyi n i^ ^afl^xe as to the author o f 
the publicity in this matter ana ihereafter^^giroei^y appropriate protest# / 
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/Grand jury wcrr 

$35 0,000 Lew is ‘I x>an’ to 

. _ FBI Is Working on Case^Ebat 

j! Explains His ^Pleasure’ Trip to Qlinois 

By CoftooK H. Ccu 

rift hrwi ■ ^ 

m — T% WASHINGTON, Aug, 30. —John L, Le wis, president of 
Bllll tlie United Mine Workers, is innocent of any charge that 
fftWl he used gasoline for pleasure driving on his recent trip 
■ill rain ( 0 Springfield, 111.— even tbough*he spent 36 hours visiting 
‘his 84 year-old mother, Mrs. Anna Lewis. 

Any public report on the OPA 
the trii 



trip will exon- 


investigation of 

W PLC UtWU l/l tMJ C4UU 3 J«t' •? 

that the mine union chiefs drive 
from Alexandria, Va., to the Illinois 
coal fields was no pleasure jaunt. 

Covered It Up 

Lewis drove to Illinois on busi- 
ness— business that be chose to cov- 
er up by his remark to a reporter 
at Decatur, III., that he was just 
driving up to Springfield to sec his 


ribility that the union leaders coo- 
jipired illegally to deprive «npSujo» 
of the Mine B Co. of their civil 
rights under 

Relations Act. That law guarantee 
right" to join the 


i Ai. u' r K.^.1 frt 


permits him to vise his Buick tor 
union business. 

The fact is that Lewis 


vrrsrEwrn'Se nght to join 
of their own choice, , - 

A written law put on the books 
in 1870 , principally to break the 
Ku Klux Klan, mAes such con- 
spiracy illegal. 

It was this same law that was 
used to aid the UMW in 1938— the 
year of the Mine B lockout— dur- 
w'enl to R in g the prosecution of coal opera 


rr n/i 

b' — 



ring to oust the rival union 





Springfield becatlse Agents of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
were there checking into the finan 
dal transductions between Lew is' un- 
ion and thi rMime B Co . a coal oper- 
ator that engaged in a long and 
costly lockout of members of a rival 
AFL union at a time when Lewis 
was trvii 

from the Illinois coal fields. 

Listed as Loan 

The case is scheduled to be pre- 
sented to a grand jury at Spring- 
field within the next few weeks, ft 
was learned here. 

The facts to the case, first re- 
ported by PM last Fall, indicate 
that Lewis' union handed the Mine 
B Co. tome $350,000 At about the 
time of the lockout that enabled 
UMW organizers to raid the rival 
unions membership. 

The transaction is listed on the 
union books as a loan. Since the 
^ FBI investigation was begin xJCari 
* / Elsho!^ president of the Mine fe 
Co., is reported to have paid $1000 
on the debt 

There also are charges that 
Lewis kept some 14 v members of 
the rival union. 

Mine Workers of 
"W Hi payroll during 


ors in Harlan Count), Ky. The 
notice Dept, lost that case became 
he jury was unable to agree. 

Conviction under this l*vv carries 
criminal penalties. 

Evidence of the financial trans- 
action between die UMW and the 
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the ttoe of 
exclusive bargaining 
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the fi; 
frights. 

The FBI U Investigating the pot- 


►t u*. 

agents of the U- Sjktreasury De- 
partment during an investigation of 
Lew£T and the UMW books to a 
tax matter. 

The facts were referred to the 
White House and thence to the 
Justice Dept for prosecution. Jus- 
tice officials, fearing charges that 
they were attempting to persecute 
Lewis for political reasons, delayed 
action to the case so long that there 
have been charges Ast tflty are, 
neglecting their auty to the matter 
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Director, FBI 
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HE* JOBS L. LBTCS, ET AL > 
CIVIL RIGHTS AMD 
DOMESTIC VICLESCE 
(Bureau File Ho* 44-645) 


vmmr Dirt 
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Special Agent 
4, 1945. It 
volumes. 


anm^tte^harwvith are the Bureau's copies of the report of 
tD^|flflfl0flHBt3 & ted at Springfield, Illinois, September 
; isnote^taa^eacn t 


copy of this report oonsists of three 
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For the Bureau's Information, It Is stated that an examination 
of the accounting phases of this investigation is under may, and mill be 


. j ^ at. v .a .r 
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section it is noted that the accountant's work at present oonsists of ex- 
amining the photostats which have been forwarded fraa the Bureau. /?_ . .. 

RES^-) 1 NO . 

It is further noted that in the event the Department should dew '~^f y 
it advisable to lmve testimony along the lines of such conclusions as the r 
accountant may be able to make, it will be necessary either for the ac- 
countant te examine all of the o riginal so urce materia l in order to be able 
to testify 



WW1 1 1! IkouiJ U 

Sureau accountant no prepare himself to testify. It appears that the Bureau 
accountant would have to spend several months locating and examining the 



original source data. 


It Is noted that Memorandum Ho. 1 dated August 80, 1949, signed 



by To m C. Cl ark e Assistan t Attorney General, mentioned that two individuals 

J^cJnSlasgow that District Ho. 12 was pay- 


request tha 


“3"^ 

interviewed. 


TVk<* mumnrefvTimi ftn n fn The m 


Glasgow has advised tha 


^ Dletriot Ho. 12 was paying Elshoff. 


thekln- 

f 400,0 



did not inform 
erely advised 


i him 


that 

that 


iternat tonal United Mine Workers of America had loaned District Ho. It 

000.00, indf 



Lnquired of Glaseo^ as to whether he thought Jhare 

<1 Mf: ¥1 J 

i lAf T J 1 


COPIES t ”STP.0TED 
4 ' 1 


- -'■! IA 13 C? 

\r 


iy 


u 


TTTTsPP ! 


bn 


c_ 


J V w I 




Director* FBI 
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September 4« 1949 



vri any possibll ity that part of this money had boon paid to *1 shoff. 
oordingly, It do#i not anpeai^tha^i^iraul^b^esseartial to interview ] _ 
Glasgow has advised tha^BHBHMHHHIP prosontly holds 
^**4 44 am aF 4«AAi^faHaa la folt an interviwr 

with him should bo d of or rod until specific authority is received to inter- 
view tho subjects of this investigation* 

It is noted tlwt Mmeorandum lo. 2 dated August 90, 1945, signed 
by Ten C. Clark, oonoorn- 

ly were involved in a *attercScernin^TKnisto5H!oarcS^ny, Pittsburg. 
Kansas. It is noted that the Department stated it Is possible that the 


iVrwrr^ t* 1 f - 

JLX ■ WUXI VUfllA WU^CLLIJ 
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mrt of tha 


larger conspiracy to destroy the Progressive organisation* 


Inasmuch as the Alston natter is apparently entirely separate 
from the incidents under investigation in Illinois, it does not appear that 
It would be worthwhile to go into ttwt matter at all unless the Department 
it prepared to request a oonplete investigation of the matter along lines 
similar to thorn in waived in the instant investigation. Accordingly, no In- 
vestigation of that matter is being undertaken by this of f ion^However , in 

. % i » j_ * i./ a a.1 J l — > - i>4- a. 1 m 4 nl a ■ «m A m Mem 

XUO •VSHX HIT* gabion t>A 9U9 u vwoi ibio Wi w» v ir**J^* 

part therein, an investigation of his part in the instant matter will be made 
in due course. 


Reference is made to Memorandum So. 1 dated August 19, 1945, signed 
by Wendell Barge, Assistant Attorney General, in which it is requested that 
the principal Progressive Mine operators be interviewed to determine whether 
U.M.W. officials have made proposals to them of interest to this investiga- 
tion. It is possible that inquiries along this line will result in informa- 
tion indicating that nines which have been operated under Progressive con- 
tracts have switched to U.M.W. oontracts under conditions which would indicate 
a possibility of collusion between U.M.W. officials and mine operators. 


The details of such incidents as may arise will be furnished to 
the Bureau immediately by letter. However, it is pointed out that the com- 
pleted Investigation of auch Incidents of that nature that may arise would 
probably require additional time inasmuch at it oould be presumed that the 
facta surrounding each transaction of this nature would be at least as o com- 
plicated as the facts surrounding the instant inquiry. 


It is noted that a good many of the investigative suggestions which 
have been submitted by the Department seem to Imply that the Department 
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September 4, 1948 


^?cJ 


delire* that the various subjects be interviewed by Bureau Agent* • 8oe> 
ever, it li ny opinion that before such interviews are undertaken, a 
specific request in writing from the Department should be obtained. Along 
this line it is noted that the Department has requested inv estig ation con- 
oei 



It is observe d th at the Department has requested that it be as- 
certained whether Phill {^Murray, President of CIO, had any connection 
with the payments of C.M.W. funds " 



auggee^eo tnat 

pertinent whether it is desired that Mir ray be reinterviewed on this point. 
This office will, of course, make appropriate inquiries during the investiga* 
tion to ascertain from persons interviewed whether there was ally Indication 
that Murray knew of, or participated in, these transactions. 

It is further noted that in Memorandum So. 6 dated August 27, 

1943, signed by Wendell ferge. Assistant Attorney General, there is an im- 
plied request that Johi^’Leary, an official of U.M.W., be interviewed. It 
is believed that this interview should likewise be held in abeyance untile 
it is determined whether Agents of this of flee are to Interview Lewis. 

With reference to the instant investigation I feel that the work 
is progressing satisfactorily, and that it will be possible to ocmplete all 
of the essential investigation requested by the Department to date by 6ep» 
tember 25, 1943. 

Very truly yours. 



Director, PEI 


grfrrrtfl Surratt of Inur* fixation 
Initrb State* Beparf meut of I u*tfrr 



CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Dear Sir: 


Reference Is Bade to Bureau letter dated August 21, 1943 
In captioned matter and particularly to paragraph 3 of that letter 
wherein it la stated that the criminal division has advised of an 


injunction proceedings in State Ccmrt in 1932 instituted by the 
"^^Progressive Nine Workers of America against JOHN L. I£WIS. lbs 

Bureau requested two copies of the proceedings in connection with that 
matter. 


In connection with that request there is subndttodherewith 
five copies of a memorandum prepared by Special Agent (Hpm^whlch 
is self-explanatory. No further action if contemplated in connection 
with this particular matter unless the Bureau instructs to the contrary. 
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CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Reference is mads to paragraph 3 of Bure an letter dated 
August 21, 1943 wherein It 1# eat out that the Original Division has 
advised that In 1932 injunction proceeding* were Instituted In ^he State 
Court in Springfield, Ullnoie against LEWIS idiich resulted in an injunc- 
tion forbidding LEWIS frog interfering with Progressive Mine Yorkers • 
activity in Ulioois# The Criminal Division requested a copy of tbeee 
proceedings be secured and forwarded to the Department* 

A careful search of the records of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court, Sangamon County, Springfield, Illinois', failed to reveal any 
injunction proceedings wherein the Progressive Mine Yorkers of Amerlea 
and JOHN L. LEWIS were parties to the action* 

A similar search of the records of the Federal District 
Court, Southern District, Southern Division of Illinois, was negative* 

The records, however, of the Clerk of Circuit Court, 

Sangamon County, Springfield, Illinois, under docket 1*52104, reflect that a 
bill of complaint was filed October 11, 1929 by HARra&fSSHWICX, et al, 
against JOHN L. LEWIS, at al* This was an action ln'cnaneery requesting 
Immediate tsmporary injunction and permanent injunction by the officers 
of the than District 12, U.M.W. of A* against JOHN L* LEWIS and other 
officers of the International U.If.W. and individuals whom LEWIS had appointed 
to assume the various offices of District 12 in place of the elected offi- 
cers, HARRY FISfNICK being one of the elected officers* In this ease 
JOSEPH AfotONDRIOAN end FLOYD E.^^CIffSON the principal attorneys 
representing FISHWICK* The principal attorneys representing JOHN L. LEWIS 
were HENRY^ARRUM, CHARLES E^TEIRICH, l^^PDLVERUAN amf^ILLESPIE, BORKR, 
and GILLESPIE* ' — — 

The docket alone In this case consumed several pages and It 
is believed at this time too voluminous to quote* Numerous pleadings were 
filed including several amended bills of complaint, several answers and 
aomndsd answers, several cross bills, amended answers to cross bills and 
amended cross bills* From time to time mmerouB complainants and defendants 
were added and subtracted from the suit* The Suit was very active during 
the remainder of 1929 and 1930* Cm April 17, 1930 the Court ordered 
a citation for contempt against JOHN L. LEWIS and several others* Later 
in July the citation against most of the others for contempt was dismissed* 
The pleading# In this case ere very voluminous and would fill at least 
one file drawer* 


M' 
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- 2 - JOHN L. LEWIS, St el 


A check of the record* of the Clerk of the Circuit Court 
of Appeals, Supra— Court Building, Springfield, minds, revealed that 
as a result of the proceeding* in Circuit Court of Sang— on County in 
connection with instant ease, too appeals sere taken. The first appeal 
by JOHN L. LEWIS oontende that the temporary injunction Imposed by the 
Circuit Court should be dismissed. The Circuit Court of Appeal* affirmed 
the Loner Court's decision end did not dismiss the temporary injunction. 

• 

The eeoond ease involves the contention of IEWIS that 
the permanent Injunction should not have been issued and vu erroneously 
issued by the loner Court in view of the feet that the complainant had 
not — inteined tbs statue quo in that that body had called an international 
convention and elected new international officer* whan previously LEWIS 
had secured a majority of signatures of men bars in favor of indefinitely 
postponing the international convention. 

The printed record in the first case in the Appellate 
Court consisted of an abstract; statement brief in argument; and reply 
brief of the appellant, JOHN L. LEWIS. Alao an additional abstract and 
brief of the appellee, HAERT FISHWICK. The printed record of the eeoond 
ease in Appellate Court consists of an abstract of record and statement 
brief In argument for the appellant, JOHN L. LEWIS; also reply brief ef 
appellees and additional abstract for the appellees. All these printed 
documents are vol—inou*. 

The result of both appeals was, lower court was upheld in 
both instances retaining in effect the temporary injunction and approving 
the permanent injunction. The two opinions of the Circuit Court of Appeal 
contain a brief oonclse summary of the facts and the law end are reported 
In the following citations t 

*258, Illinois Appellate Court Reports, 402 

260, Illinois Appellate Court Reports, 23 0*1 

In view of the voluminous nature of the case record and 
pleadings in this case, copies of the proceedings are at this time not 
being secured. It appears that they would have little value except ee 
background information in connection with instant ease. In view of the 
fact that the case involves a dispute within the U.V.W. of A. union and is 
not between members of the C.M.1T. and the Progressive Vine Workers. 
Therefore no further action is oont— plated in connection with this utter 
at this time unless the Bureau instructs to the contrary* 

Submitted by - 



44 


b 7 C 


Special Agent 




& 


Cwfi. 


8 arte 


- V-A t 


T- 


•* 




-**«i 3 L 

■'■ ■ * ^ ■«: 


\ i 


& 

t 



- i 


■anujEOi rca uttstun unmet vw 
Xg-kJUasL 

Bi JOB I? uns. BU __ 
Cim c om iffijaaaa. naaa 



SffiiS 

DK 


*kS -sfesi 

. t fc r 

; * » 4 - 



•■• ..y'* '•• vs 




lafrooa la wit to /wnr a a ^r t hdn a af meant date , __ 

nftrr>4 to injunction icooMdn^ that vara Saatltated la toa State Carl 
at Springfield, mind a, fartoddUg date JU letoe Area iatorfdiat w ia» 
^frrogrtoaito Ktns Workers' aotlrlUaa la XHlnole* lou rotated that toa 
' DapartMol to furalebod alto aaptaa to there proooedln#. **.-«*5*i 


Tto Springfield Office af this Bureau aaa ra<peetod to team* to 
oaplaa af Injunction praoaadttn^ la tola natter pureuant to /our reqpnet. 

Vito ragard to tola aattar # toe Springfield Qfflaa tea new aMaW av fallow) 

■A careful veereh af too raeorda af to dark af toe ttnatt ! 
Court* 3angce o c Count/, Springfield. lUinoia, failed to ravaal any t 
lajwwtion proceeding* whwoln toaXrogresclve Mina Voritara af Aaerldt 
and John Z~ Lada vara parties to %t» action. 


■1 eiailer aaainli af too record* af too Fadaral Biatrial Court* 
tout ham District, Southern X&vUloa af Xlliacia, vaa negative. 
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•The record*. kovmr, af toa Cleric of Circuit Court, _ _ 

Cowrtr. Springfield. XHinele, under docket #52104, reflect toot a _ . 
toll af ©o*>Uint ana filed October 11, 1929 b/ tonjKFIilviak, at ' 
against John L. Ie«ie, at *1. fhla m an action in chancery raqoaaUns 
laeedieta toaporery injunction and peraanent injunction tar tea officer* 
af toa tote Metricttf, V.V.V. af 1. against John U Latoa and other 
officer* af toa ZatoroatKnal C.K.V. and individuals ufana Utoa Ss£ £ i & 
appointed to man toa various offloaa af Bietrlct 12 la plena a^toam jr 
elected offloarv, Barry Fiebriok being ooeto toa elected afT— ^ *“* ^ 
tola oeaa Jtaaph ^tondrtian and Floyd Sifthonpeto uara toa 
ittorva/a rapraaantlac Ftotoidc. 
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April 17, 1930 tha Court ordered a tatatlon for oontsipt against Mm.j&j-. 
JL, LnU and wonl others. later 1b Mf ti» citation against aask \ 
of tht others far eontaept saa dlwlwwd. Tbs p i— di n gs la this oaaa > 


Of Appaala, Supreme Court Building, Springfield, lUlaolt, revealed that f ■ 

o« a result of tht proceeding la Circuit Court of SangMsm Coun tjf 1 a . 

eotneotlon with instant osoe, too appeals sera t oke n . Tht first «pp«l L . 
jby John L. Levi* contends that tht t— [mroiy in>»cti©n lapottd by tha jv- 
Circuit Court should be dlsalsaed. Tht Circuit Court of Appeals affined &■ • 
the Lower Court's decision and did not diaaiaa tht temporary injunction. 'p-* 

r* " d L-'_ 

■The second oaat in velvet the contention of Leals that the : c-~ 

permanent Infraction should not have boon luted sod oat erroneously * ' ' p \ 
Issued by the loser Court in vita of the fact that the complainant had 
not maintained the statue goo In that that body had oallod m intarn at io n aj l 
o so s e nt loo aad sleeted n tv International of Hoars ifcea 
bad secured a aajorlty of aigM tares of Mdbors In fiavo 


of the appellant, dote L. Lasts. Also an additional ah 

of tha appellee. Berry Fieladok. The printed raoord of the aeoood ease £ 


id pleadings in this oaat would be of a voluainous nature and would appear 



"A aback of tha records of the Clark of the Circuit Oewrt 


‘The printed record la tha first ease In tha 
consisted of an abstractj statement brlsf la argaamatf 


postponing tha international convention. 




The Springfield Office has further advised that the case record 
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%o ^ iittl* nlw except mm taelcgronod Information In moMtioB with 
t be caption od mm, in vim •! the fact, that the mn involves m diajmta 
«lthin tfaa Chi ted Kim Workers of Anerioa Onion sad sot batacan washer*, 
of Dm United Mina Marker* and the Progressive Mina Mortal ra Un» 




Xn Tiev of tfaa above facte, oeplse of the , 
ingi, ee referred to abort, «U1 not be eamrad in the She 
request tram yoo* ^ 


ef a apodfle 
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30 , 1943 , 
[inf oread Jack 

oWm 9, 
the Springfield Of- 


Toldon 

C. A, Tim 
C1*CK 




It lo noted thet in year 
you Mentioned that teo individuals 
Xilaegew that District fl2 was paying Qel 
' and requested thitHMMB be interviewed. 

fioa has advised thatalaegoa stated that] 

tale that District #12 «s paying Oehoff. OXSigo* 
advised hU that thft&nta rnatlopa l Chi tad Mina Mortars of Aaerica bad loaned •, 
District #12 $400,000, in^Hlinquirid of Glasgo* ee to whether be thought 
there was any possibility thet part of this Money had bean paid to Xlshoff^ 
Accordingly, 1* does it appear .that IV would be eaeentlal to intervle^mi 
da ago* has adviasd that presently holA a poaitisn ' 

ef leper tan c« in the United bib# Workers, end, accordingly, it la fait that; 
an interview with hie eight well be deferred until the subjects in thin in- “ 
vcstlgation are interviewed. 


oa to jour 

•f«l 

snoamlng 


neaorandun 



Vlth reference 
oaming the ectivitiaa 

Involved in a Mtter oonoaming thpfXXaton wm unswaM nwf~i $■" 

mo investigation will be oooductad mb the Springfield Office has edvlead ■' £ 
tbit it appears that the Alston Matter apparently is entirely separate fro* 
the incidents wider Investi gation i n Illinois. Boeever, in tfaa event the £ 
instant natter reveals thatwHI^Bplsyed sons part than in, an investigation 
of his part in the instant natter will be Made, 

With regard to your neeoiandua #1, dated August 19, 1943, wherein, 
you request that the principal Progressive Kins operators be interviewed to 
deteralne whether the United Mine Workers of fid els have weds proposals to 
then of Interest to this investigation, each interviews dll be sabj how- 
ever, It Is possible that inquiries along this lias will result In inforea- 
tlon indicating that nines which have been operated under Progressive : 
contracts have switched to Uhl tad Mine Markers contracts under conditions ; 
which would indicate a possibility of collusion between Salted Mine Workers 
officials and whm operators, Xn tbs event such a situation arises, the 
natter will be referred to you to as certain If you desire an inoediat* la- 
ves ligation into that particular wetter lnasMu eh as it is anticipated that 
such an inquiry Might he aa Involved and oouplieated as the facts eumnrad- 
lng tha instant 
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prorrai S urrau of Imfratigatfon 
Mnitrti #tntrs Brpartmfnt of luiticr 
ffiailftngton, 0. 0. 

FLV'rHl August 26, 1943 

Call: 3*00 P.M. 

Transcribed: 3*20 P.M. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. 

O 

Re: JOHN L. LEWIS, et al; 

Civil Rights and Domestic Violence 

At this time I received a call from Mr. Frank Coleman c 
Civil Rights Section of the Department at idiich time he said he had 
received some information from apparently reliable people which hj 
related as follows. 
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%. A, Tamm. 
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One itea is that a man name^^^M'C first name unknown), 
an official of th&Ttational Labor Relat^n^board and who was discharged behaifse 
he was supposed to have accepted a bribe out at St. Louis, is now on Lewis 1 staff, 
and further that he is a "fixer" in cases of this kind. He said the Department is 
supposed to have a file on him and that the FBI looked into it, but he thinks they 
dropped the charges. He said he has asked the Labor Board to look it up, but they 
haven 1 1 done anything about it yet. I inquired if his sources couldn’t determine 
HflflH^^first name, and he said he will see that they do. He said that since this 
common name, it would be difficult to identify him through a check of 
their files, and I explained that the same would be true in connection with the 
Bureau’s files. 



intimidate the witnesses. 



in mind sending , the Be 


Mr. Coleman stated his source also advised that 

(phonetic), two gunmen eh^Lewis has in Squtfitem Illinois, are the men who do 
even rougher stuff than does; tJ^t'^ls, they actually carry the gun^^and 

£‘6~ 

Mr. Coleman said he has in mind sending ’the Bureau a_j#emorandys»_ 
suggesting that these men be watched, especially i^the^mov^^^^that arjsa 
during the Bureau's investigation; that probably ^^JJ^HHHHHHHfcshculd be 
put under some degree of surveillance for fear thaVwiey^w^^^scW^^y go Jin the 
area to intimidate persons. He said he supposed the Agents had been active in 
the field in this connection for about four days, and the possibility 
no doubt is that they realize today how, serious this thing^is, and there 
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is always a possibility, especially with the background of terrorism in that 
country, that they will come in to intimidate the people the Agents are talking 
to. I inquired if he knew the whereabouts of these individuals, and he said ha 
doesn't know except that they are supposed to be in Southern Illinois. They are 
well known out there as Lewis' gunmen. He said that for years there hare been 
accusations of Lewis' gunning and causing thesis rrin Massacre and the killing of 
about thirty scabs out there, and all kind of tactics although they have never 
pinned them on him so they have no right to assume he ie that type of an individual, 
but thqr do know that Ray Ednondson, the right-hand man out there, was a rather 
notorious gunman in his own right and was actually implicated in a murder or two 
and himself was severely wounded in a fray. He at one time before 1932 was a 
bitter enemy of Lewis, and Lewis often called him a gunman, but then took him over 
and they are fast friends now. 

Mr. Coleman said the same source indicates that a man namea^HLeary, 

Vice President of the Pittsburgh district and who they know from present evidence was 
a eo-between for some of these navments. was Drob&bly used by Lewis to make sure 


He said he intends to embody the above in a memorandum to the Bureau 
for whatever action we feel desirable. I told him briefly that he should submit 
the memorandum and that consideration would be given to bis request. 






Respectfully, 



. L. Welch 
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IrDrrSl Surtau of Inorotigatioti 
ftaitrh ftatr* Bepsrtmmt of f tiafir* 
ttasbington, B. C. 

August 24, 1943 


.*00 AM 

Dictated* 4*30 PM 


MEMORANDUM FQ^ MR, JJEP. 

RE* JOHN L. LEWIS, ET*AL 



CIVIL RIGHTS AND DaMP ST^ jgQLEBSJt 


r. CUtt. 

Hr. Ceffey 

Mr. Olrri* 

Ur. UU 

Mr. Ntebot*_ 

Mr. Roses 

Mr. Troer 

Mr. At*« 

Mr. Cirin 

Mr. Hirbo 

Mr- Seadoi 

Mr. Mwnford. 
Mr. SUrk«_ 


Reference is made to the attached memorandum to you 
dated August 23, 1943, ad-rising that SAC Balifoffd of Springfield 
telephoned and requested that certain additional oaterial be ob- 
tained from the Department in order that it might be utilised 
in the investigation of the captioned matter. It la noted that SAC 
requested four things* 


Mr. Quinn T«mai. 

T«le. Room 

Mr. Nhh 

Mia* Belkin 

Min Q*ndjf_ 


Ha Ilford 



1. 


2 . 


3. 


List of the miners mho voted in the first election held by the 
Rational Labor Relations Board for designation of a Uni on 
representative attains B on December 15, 1937, and an itemised 
list of bow each voter cast his ballot* 

Itemized list of the name of each voter and hoe he oast his 
ballot in the second election held February 21, 1941, by 
the WIRB at Mine B, Springfield, Illinois, to dealpiato a 
Onion bargaining agent. 

The originals or photoetatic copies of the original signature* 
of the -application for membership cards which vert, submitted 
by th ^united Mine Workers Union and ths^rrogressivs line 
Worksrs Onion prior to tha second election which was held 
February 21, 1941, at Mine B. It is noted that both Unions 
submitted membership signatures requesting that an slection 
be held to designate a bargaining agent at that time. 


4. 


All petitions that might have been filed by either Onion with 
the BULB prior to tbs designation of a bargaining represents^/ 
tive on February 21, 194k fc '^,jft4.tfi time the United Mine 
Workars were certified 



At the above time, I had SA 

the Criminal Division of the Department and reques 
be furnished to the Bureau, if it were available, 
he was certain that he would be able to obtain all 
from the Rational Labor Relations Board and that 1 
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that the above material 
Mr. Coleman advised that 
6t thr material requested 
, would be forwarded to 


the Bureau in the immediate future. 
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A review of the exhibits forwarded to the Bureau by the 
Depart® ant would indicate that all of the petitions filed by either 
Union, as referred to in #4 above, have been secured and furnished 
to the Springfield Office} however, Ur. Coleman advised a check would 
be made in this regard and any petitions not secured to date from the ' 
files of the NLftB would be obtained Immediately. 

With regard to #3 above, Mr. Coleman stated that either 
Union has a right to hold an election to oertify a bargaining agent. 

A specific number of Union members are not require^ but it is rather 
a matter of reasonableness to be decided by the MIBB, which has discretion 
to hold an election at any time It feels one Union has sufficient members 
to justify an election to decide if that Union should be the sole bar- 
gaining representative of the employees. 

Ur. Coleman also stated that in his opinion, it would not alter 
the validity of the election if it ware proven that some of the signatures 
appearing on the application for membership cards submitted with the 
Union's petition for election were forgeries; however, he stated that 
any evidence of forger lee on the part of the United Mine Workers would 
make good testimony in court. 

)lr. Coleman was advised that the Bureau would submit a memo- 
randum immediate Uy, formally requesting the above listed material. 
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Federal Surrou of inuritiption 


Mr. Toll on 

Hr. E* A. Tamm 

Mr* CUtf 

Mr. Claris 


Stiffed States department of Jurtirr 
Sashington, II. f. 


August 19 , 19 ii 3 



CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nicbola 

Mr. Roaan 

Mr. Trjjty 

Mr. Jgaraon / 

/V^Coff.yZZZ; 

JT^WMr. Handon _y^_ 

<0O^Ur. Kramer 

Mr. MeGaira 

Mr. Barbo 

Mr. Qninn Tamm 
Tala. Boom 


Mr. Naaat 

At the above time Supervisor of my office contacted >«■ Baahm. 
SAC Hallford, Springfield Office, and requested advice as to the u;,, oandy., 
present status of the case and the date of the initiation of the 
investigation* In this connection be stated that the investigation had 
already started, in that inquiries and checks were being made to ascertain the 
present location of the miners to be interviewed, and in addition other steps 
such as a review of the newspaper morgue available in Springfield has gotten 
underway in order to satisfy the Department's request for information as to the 
sentiments of the people and their reaction to the strike conditions during 
the period under review, Mr. Hallford states that no publicity will result 
from checking the newspaper morgue sin ce the newspaper is not interested in 
publicizing the case. Agent ^^HHK'equested advice from SAC Hallford as 
to his present estimate of tn ^aaditi onal outside help he will need* He 
stated that as pointed out to EHMM previously, he will have four 
Agents available and qua 11 fie^intheSpring field Office, and in addition he 
believes that he will need at least twelve outside Agents who are experienced 
and qualified in order to hope to complete the investigation thoroughly, and 
also in order to complete it by the end of September so that it will be ready 
for presentation to the Grand Jury in accordance with the wishes of the 
Attorney General. 


SAC Hallford advised that present indications are that the actual fd 
interviews will begin on Monday, August 23, and at the latest he would like 
to have the additional outside Agents available 

COPIES J5tt “ WPOM.RD 

R411 JAN 11 1962 It was pointed out to SAC Hallford that evlwry effort should be bent 
toward expediting the investigation in the case In order that it . will be 
completed by the end of September, Specifically, September 25, has been 
indicated as the deadline for completing the investi ;ation so that the 
Department will have some time to prepare the matter for the Grand Jury in 
October, He understands that and says that the matter- is being pushed by 
him in order to comply with the Bureau instructions. 
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ACTION: 


In view of the expedite nature of this case and the d el icac y of 


the investigation, and particularly the fact that hundreds of persons *111 
have to be contacted and possibly interviewed, it Is not believed that the 
request of SAC Hall ford for twelve additional igente in order to make this 
a Special and completed on time Is unreasonable* However, I did not advise 
SAC H allford anything other than the request would be referred for consider- 
ation and be would be appropriately advised. 


Respectfully, 



P. L. *elch 


JOHN EO^R HOOVER 
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JFrbrral liurtau of lnop*ti0ation 
United Itatrs Brpartmrnt of luitice 
Bfoehington, B. C- 
Auguet 23, 19U3 


Ur. ToUoq 

Mr. X. A. T»mm 

Mr. Cltft 

Mr. OUrli 

Mr. Lt44 


Time of calls 
6*15 Pli 



MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LAUD. 

o 

JOHN LTLEVOS, ET A1 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 


Mr. Hitkoii. 
Mr. Ro*te__ 

Mr. Trtej 

Mr. C»raoa_ 
Mr. Ctfftj_ 

Mr. Bttdos 

Mr. Zramtr_ 
Mr. McCtlrt. 
Mr. Btrbo 


RE: 


At the above time SAC Hallford, Springfield, phoned and advised 
that he would like to have additional material obtained from the 
Department In order that it might be utilised ty the Agents investigat 
this matter. 


Mr. Quins Timm 

Ttlt. Room 

Mr. Mvttt. 

MIm 
Mil 



SAC Hallford also indicated that durin^Bfi^^Siirse -oJ 
regarding which union should be held as the bargaining agent far the employees in' 
NLRB, various petitions were filed by either. side. SAC pallford feels that the ; 
factory] Springfield Office ehould have for its assistance in the ’Investigation, 
if possibls, a copy of every petition so file L 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD 


2 


In connection with the latter request, the Springfield Office, it ie believed, 
has most of the petitions filed. However, this matter is being doublecbecked la 
order to be sure. 

SAC Hallford advised that six of the twelve Agents assigned to him oo this 
ease ss s Special, have already arrived at the Springfield Office and he also 
advised that the first Interview in this case was conducted on Saturday, August 21, 
19h3. He stated that the case will be pus.aed vigorously from this point on 
In order to meet the deadline. 


of SAC ^editing transmittal of the material which will be needed 

pursuant thereto. 


ACTION 





to whan this case is assigned, is checking on the requests 


Respectfully, 



4 ». 
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JOHN EOS AH HOOVE* 


CC-287* 
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If eh era! Stirtan of InoertigatUm 

Vnltrlk States Department of lust ire 

ttas^ingtott, B. fL 

.August 26 , 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOR HR. TOLSON 




Mr. Canon 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mumford_ 
Mr. Starke 


r J w ; 


f*: 2 #*™* °S th . e ** 0tfwf «^T«i e Q Room r * nUn “ 


Mr. Nuit 


»e that the%Ch i cag o Daily News was corr^inc a story w'hich 
ftod a Washington date-line on it, to the effect that the n . 

FBI was investigating ^he alleged dirty financial dealtnas Ml ” 
on tne part of John Df'Lewis with certain nine operators* * 
Springfield, I told Bauman that u>e had no comment to mak 


AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERBM IS PCL^FIEQ 
DATE-46/// -fit 
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FBI SPRINGFIELD 
r^ECTOR AND 

SAC. WASHINGTON FIELD ,, 

ft up GENT* John lPlewis, et AL. CIVIL kichts and dohest 

V ZZ. — SUBJECT CARL hPeLSHOFF ALLECEDLY IN VASHINCTON, 
SOVEUKE LETUEEN JUNE ELEVEN AND JULY SIX, NINETEEN FORTYTVO TO 
DISCUSS UITH LEU IS PROPOSAL TO P W^fo^ E^REEIM ^ 
PROPERTIES. 


DC,^ 

c 



MAY HAVE BEEN 
TO BUREAU FOUR THIS 


ALSO ASCERTAIN IF SUBJECT RAY EDHUHDSCN ^ 

SUBMIT REPORT NINE' COPIES 

OFFFICE BY SEPTEMBER ^BFIFTEEN NE^T. 


END 

ACK PLS 

*.-02 PM OK FBI WASH DC MFT 
OK FBI VA ED 
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Itohrral Currau of investigation 
United ftntrs Brpartment of iustire 
ISaatjIngton, 9. C. 

September 9» 1943 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D. M. LADD 

o 

RE: JOHN L. LEWIS, ST AL. 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



Mr. Tolaea 

Mr. B. A. Twai__ 

Mr. Cleft 

Mr. Olirli 

Mr. L*44 

Mr, Nickel* 

Mr. Rbiw 

Mr. Tr»«y, 

Mr. C*r*e« 

Mr. Ceflejr 

Mr. B*edoe 

Mr. greater 

Mr. MeOelre 

Mr. Berbe 

Mr. Qeiae Team 
Tele. Boo m . _ 
Mr. Nee** 


earlier cell, Mr. Frank 
ed withf 


Mi*a B 


At this time in response to ___ 

Coleman in the Department called an 1 
regarding the above captioned case. 

He was specifically asked whether a decision had been reached by 
relative to the request of Mr. Hallford for advice as to the reply which' 
be given to miners and others interviewed during the course of the Lewis 
investigation. 



Mr. Coleman stated that the Department's attitude is that under no circumstances 
should copies of statements be given to lawyers. I n addition, he stated that it is 
the over all opinion of the Department that it would be an undesirable practice 
to furnish copies of statements to individuals during the progress of the case. 

He stated that, however, where in an individual case it would appear that because 
of vital information being in the possession of the person being interviewed it 
might be desirable to furnish a copy of the statement, the Department would have 
no objection. Mr. Coleman stated he would leave a decision as to that up to SAC 
Hallford as being an "on the spot" decision. 


Mr. Coleman stated that he was leaving today, September 9» 1943* Tor Springfield, 
Illinois, where he planned to spend approximately a week looking toward preparation 
of the matter for possible grand Jury proceedings. He stated that he would get in 
touch with SAC Hallford while there. 



Jspecificalxy asked Mr. Coleman if the Department had any objection 
,o the Bureau Agents referring requests for copies of statements to the 
Department, that is, in the following manner. In the event a person being 
interviewed requests a copy of any statement to be given or which has been given, 
the Agent would advise the individual that his request would be referred to the 
office of the Attorney %ieral or to the Criminal Division of the Department of W 
Justice for a decision relative to his or her request. Mr. Coleman agreed with/ 
the use of this procedure. IWOORPTO ^ ^ *"**" 

ACTION: SAC, Hallford is being apprised of the Departraerfr 1 s decision itj this matter. 
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9tb«ral Suitan of JttwftijalUm 
tttittrd flairs Brpartment of turtle* 
Start} insttm, 9L. (L 

August 16, 1943 
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Mr 
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Mr 
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Mr 

Mr 
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Mr 

Mr 

Mr 

Mr 


Tolion 

K. A. T*raa_ 

Cl»ll 

Coffey 

OUtI> 

LitJd 


'Niehol«_ 

Ro>«« 

Tr»ey 

Accra 

Ccrcoa 

Bar bo 

Hendon 
Mvmf ord„ 
Starke. 



El: JOHN L. LEVIS, st al 

CIVIL EIGHTS ASP DIMOCEATIC VIOLEHCI 


At this tine S.A.C. Hallford called from Springfield 
gardlng this case. He stated that the Agents assigned to the case ^ 
have pretty thoroughly rerlavad the material furnished ao far and at 
this time he wishes to hav e the Department furnish exp editiously the following 

Exhibi ts #59. #60, #61, 

#64, # 65 ^HM^^^H^s«y^wes^ar^neede^ri^^^^V 1® order to enable the 
t* 5 ^ Agents to start the investigation. 



t ^m^l^^ssured him that the Department would he contacted im- 

M bit- ae&iatelyan ^dvlse^f t he necess ity of forwardi ng these exhibits to the Bureau 
Immediately. is havlngP^dP^^preparea. memo for the Depart- 

ment, speciairrequesting these exhlbitc7an^^H[|^^Hvl II call Mr. Prank 
Coleman in the Department tomorrow, Tuesday morning, advising him of the request 
and the fact that a formal memorandum la coming through requeating the same. 


Coleman, 


according to 


6.A.C. Hallford, left SpringfitfLd, Illinois, 

Mr. Coleman atated that 






the 

Ilford la Incorporating this raquest in a letter to the Bureau 
at which time a memo will be prepared for the Department req uesting confirmation 
of Mr. Coleman's oral advice along this line. S.A.C. Hallford 

that the final batch of the exhibits has not yetbee^received from the Department 
but, as soon as it is received, photostatic copies will be furnished to the 
Springfield Office by special delivery. Preliminary inquiries are now bei 
to ascertain the location of the individuals to be interviewed and the instigation 
should be initiated by Vednesday, August 18, according to present indicat 
the actual interview should begin by then. 

„jPIES DEST*OTi*T>^ #Mltlonj s.A.C. Hallford stated that hp bad discussed] with - 
R4U JAtt&imiSPfeenerally the Department's suggestion that the fou?*een ( w -called •sj&e*” 
of the T7.M.V. which were within the ranks of the Progresslvw-Hine^Voriwrs TJnimn 
be interviewed at the outset and SAC Hallford, states that Kr. Coleman f 
understands that this raquest of the Department is being given due 
BUY sideration by the Bureau but that it probably would not be advisable. 

ALL INFORMATION C0NT( " 
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Memorandtsa for Mr. ladd P*«» 

X 

'L i?~k- 

I ^^miHHKioiatad out to H.A.C. H&llford that this particular ancle le being 

less to hie, S.A.C. Hanford' e Aleeretlon. Hie present reaction 
le that it would not be advisable to Interview these fourteen liners at the 
outset of the Investigation. 

Svery effort Is being nade by 8.A.C. Ha Ilford to push the investigation 
as rapidly as possible in order to make the deadline. 



Hespectfully. 

utdJL 

y T. 1. Welch / \ 


JOHHffiOAR HOOVER 


f 
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Call, 10*00 IX 
Dictated} 10*30 AX 
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August 17, 1943 



MEMORANDUM FOB MR. *mw l / - 

5 ‘T’Utf' 

RE i JOHN L. LEWIS, ET al 

CIVIL RIGHT8 AID DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 



Mr. Qaia# Tamm 
Tel#. Beam 

Mr. Meet*. 

Mist Bttl 
Min 




Reference is made to ojr mmsorandum to you dated Angost_ 

16, 1943, wterain you ware advised that SAC BalIXord oallad * “ 

field, requeaH np tha t ftchlbits 59. 6 0, 61, 64, 65 and 66®__ 

be forwarded expeditious ly as they ear a 
necessary to the investigation In this case. Inasmuch as the above Exhibits 
had not bean received a s yet fTo* the Crl nina l Division of the Department, 

^ had contact Mr* Frank Colanan of the Criminal Division 

pTHrith rega^t^h^bove Rantloned Erhibita. Mr. Coleman advised that he 

ted just sent Exhibit# 59 to 69, Inclusive, to the ftarean by special messenger. 
A few minutes after calling Mr. Coleman, ths above mentioned Exhibit# arrived 
in my office by special messenger and they are now being photostated and will 
be cent to the Springfield Office today. 

b) ts Mr. Coleman advised AgentfHHVthat photostatic eoplee of 

some of the remaining matexlal taken from the files of ths latlonal labor 
Relations Board would be forwarded to the Bureau in two or three days. 

Be stated that this material ted been thoroughly reviewed by 
Mr. O’ Donnell of the Criminal Division at the National Labor Relations Board 
and that the main exhibits ted already been forwarded to the Bureau. 

Mr. Colanan stated ttet he had just returned from Springfield, 
Illinois, where te ted talked to SAC Hallford. Be advised that SAC Halliard 
ted mentioned that two or three of the exhibits furnished the Bureau by £te 
Department were not cosg>lete and Mr. Coleman stated ttet Mr. 0 1 Connell si hi 1 
office was at preeent review ing all of the exhibits end ttet any exhiljite | 

previously forwarded would be sent to tbs 
KEOORDELv 


k>3 


f I I Ur. Coleman mentioned. Incidentally, thaOm was -a little dis- 

I / I turbed over the fact that the Office of Price Administration was at preeent 
trying to prosecute Lewis for violation of the pleasure driving ban. Be 
eta ted that it was poeelble ttet the Attorney General might suggest to the 
CPA that It withhold its prosecution in visw of the fact that -tbs 



Department 
Lewie. 
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contemplating a much more serious prosecution 
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jfebrral Kurrau of Inoritigatiu.. 
Sniifu viatri Sfparimfnt of Justice 
ttast?ttigtun, i. 8. A'*' 

September 6, 1943 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. USD 

0 

BE i JOBS L. LEWIS, B AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AID DOMESTIC TIOLEKX 


SAC Ballford of the Springfield Office called with ref* 
the above captioned natter to advise of farther development*. 


Mr. 

y* 

\ 

\ 

ToIiob \ 

Mr. 

R. A. Timm 

Mr. 

cu« 

Mr. 

Collar 

Mr. 

Claris 

Mr. 

Ladd 

Mr. 

Kiebolt 

Mr. 

Bos*a 

Mr. 

Tracy 

Mr. 

Accra 

Mr. 

Carson 

Mr. 

Bar bo 

Mr. 

Hendon 

Mr. 

Mmaford 

Mr. 

Stark* 

Mr. 

Quinn Tnmm_ 

Tala. Room 

Mr. 

Naaae 


i 

MOi 



I 


Ballford advieed that they had appointments with the 

•pies of the UBW who joined the membership of tiy^ro gro ssly* Mine Work* 

U nion for the pirpos* of spying on this Union for the UXW, but only three 
of them showed op for the appointments. He advised that one eene in 
and stated that a mabtr of these men were down at the UMW headquarters 
Saturday morning talking to RaynEdmondson who got in touch with their attorney? 
Artbux^ltsgerald. The attorney told them not to talk to anybody unless in 
his pxwbmice. 





Ballford stated they have secured signed statements from the three 
who showed up, hut they did not tell anything of value. He stated that he does 
not believe any of them will tell anything hut inquired if he should go oat 
end contact each one of them to see if they ere going to oona in to ho interviewed 
end also find out why thqrdid not show np for their appointments. I told him It 
would be all right for him to go ahead with this. Be stated if this does not 
work, and they do not get anything out of them, he would like to suggest that the 
Department he contacted to find out if they would be willing to hold off on them 
end put them under oath before e grand Jury. 


I told him to go ahead and work' on this theory unless he is called hack 
and advised to the contrary. . 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED Y# 


HEREIN IS ONCUrnED 



DATE-i^J ' ~ 
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WASHINGTON, D.C, 
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Re i nline "b" — Violations of 
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X am attaching one copy of a document entitled "Outline 
of the Trial Brief" believing it may be of some value to your 
Field Office in Springfield, 

Xn an effort to organize and estimate the significance 
of the investigative material whioh we now have, and whioh 
will be flowing in from your investigation, I have decided 
to set up a trial brief, 

Xt should be carefully noted that the "Outline of the \ 
Trial Brief" constitutes no more than a series of tentative 
allegations, so organised as to present the oase as a related >' 
whole. Scene of these allegations are now established, others 
remain to be established. In some instances the investigation 
will require a weakening of oertain allegations; in other 
instances it will permit a strengthening of them. 

Si 

It will be our purpose to set up a trial brief based on 
this outline, A loose-leaf notebook will be used and a page 
inserted with each separate point in the outline typed at the 
top of the page. Beneath the point will be typed (a) an analysis 
of the proof now available, (b) requests for investigation dlreo-y/ 
ted to your Bureau, and (o) point resulting from ^ 


your investigation. 


invei 

.PI 


t!£ 


hope by September 1 
brief ’aval 


k?rn 

A? v' u u ‘ 


BSD 1 4^-//-'- 

have a i f’ugh copy of this trial 
.for trensmi ssion to you, Jt*ay_prove of oon- 

in visualising Jthe elgnifi- 
e retjuei 
s stage 


Biddable help to your Field Office in visualising jww eigni 
ice end relevancy of investigative reauests from ^ie/legal 


^Jht. The trial brief at thi 

(ai a&d (b) referred to above, 
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It is probable that in future memoranda requesting 
investigation the numerology of the outline will be used 
to suggest the significance and relevanoy of items referred 
to* 


Respeotf^lly, 


' HEKDBXL EERGE. 
Assistant Attorney General. 
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